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Resource Drilling Commences at Bir En Nar Uranium 
Project in Mauritania, West Africa 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

 

• Follow-up drilling is commencing today at the Bir En Nar Uranium 

Prospect in Mauritania, following on from the maiden drilling undertaken 

in December 2007. 

 

• Current programme to comprise approximately 60 holes of diamond core 

drilling of up to 180m in length for 6,000m in total. 

 

• Drilling designed to delineate a JORC-Code compliant resource, following 

previously reported radiometric logging results of up to 18,280ppm 

eU3O8. 

 

• RC drilling programme of around 2,000m is being planned for later this 

year at several identified targets at Bir Moghrein. 

 

International uranium company Forte Energy NL (ASX: FTE, AIM: FTE; “Forte” or 

“the Company”) is pleased to announce that a program of follow-up resource drilling is 

scheduled to commence today at its 100%-owned Bir En Nar uranium prospect in 

Mauritania, West Africa.  

 

The current drilling programme follows on from the Company’s initial 4,000m drilling 

campaign completed at Bir En Nar in December 2007. This drilling programme is 

expected to take approximately two months to complete and will comprise up to 60 

holes of diamond core drilling of up to 180m in length for a planned total of 6,000m of 

drilling. It is expected that the additional results from the current drilling 

programme will enable calculation of an initial JORC Code compliant uranium 

resource for the Bir En Nar prospect. 

 

This follows recent successful drilling campaigns carried out by the Company at its 

Bohoduo and Firawa prospects in Guinea, which led to the announcement of an initial 

JORC resource estimate of 17.7Mt @ 296ppm U3O8 for 11.6Mlbs of contained U3O8 

(100ppm cut-off) for Firawa Project. 
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The drilling programme is to be carried out by Hall Core Drilling over an identified strike 

length of approximately 1km and has been developed using information from the latest 

geophysical surveys together with the results from previous drilling carried out at Bir En 

Nar by Forte Energy in December 2007. Results from the latest drilling will be released 

to the market when they become available. 

 

The drilling programme has been prepared in consultation with technical specialists from 

the French-based multinational industrial and nuclear energy company, Areva NC 

(previously Cogema). Forte Energy has a co-operation agreement with Areva covering 

its Mauritanian exploration projects (see below).  

 

Figure 1 below shows the planned drill-hole locations as well as the locations of previous 

drill holes. 

 

Fig.1  Planned 6,000m resource drilling programme at Bir En Nar  

 
 

The Bir En Nar prospect is a 900 metre long radioactive zone averaging 50-70 metres in 

width and following a tectonic structure in a north-west to south-east direction. A 

smaller parallel zone occurs a few hundred metres to the south-west.  

 

Down-hole radiometric logging results from the maiden Reverse Circulation (RC) drilling 

programme carried out in December 2007 included seven holes containing 

intercepts exceeding 5,000ppm eU3O8, with a maximum intercept of 1.55m at 

18,280ppm eU3O8.  

 

Following recent fieldwork, including vehicle-based radiometric surveys and VLF-EM 

(Very Low Frequency Electromagnetic) surveys carried out at several identified 
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anomalies located near Bir Moghrein in Mauritania, the Company is also finalising plans 

for an RC short-hole drilling programme of around 2,000m to be carried out at five or six 

of these anomalies. Drilling is expected to be completed during the December Quarter. 

 

Forte Energy holds a number of uranium exploration permits at Bir En Nar and near Bir 

Moghrein in the Zednes region of northern Mauritania. In June 2008, the Company 

entered into a wide-ranging Cooperation Agreement with Areva NC, covering its 

Mauritanian uranium projects.  

 

As part of the Cooperation Agreement, Areva is providing technical support to the 

project, especially with the processing and interpretation of geophysical data and 

hydrogeology, with the latter an important consideration in desert areas. 

 

Fig.2  Forte Energy’s exploration permits in Mauritania  

 
 

The Company’s exploration permits in Mauritania consist mainly of stony desert terrain 

with a thin weathered cover underlain by granites and gneisses of the Archaean 

Reguibat shield complex of the West African craton. They consist predominantly of 

north-north-west to south-south-east tectonic structures. Significant calcrete deposits 
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occur in places, as well as some sebkhet (dry lake beds) in the northern part of the 

concessions. 

 

Please call Mark Reilly with any queries. 

 

 
…………………….. 

Mark Reilly 

Managing Director 

 
 

For further information contact: 

 

Mark Reilly, Managing Director 

Forte Energy N.L.   Tel: +618 9322 4071 

 

Alastair Stratton/Tim Graham 

Matrix Corporate Capital LLP  Tel: +44 (0) 203 206 7000 

 

Conduit PR 

Jos Simson/Ed Portman   Tel: +44 (0) 207 429 6603 

 

Stuart Laing 

RFC Corporate Finance Ltd  Tel: +618 9480 2506 

(AIM Nominated Adviser to the Company)            

 

 

 

About Forte 

 

Forte Energy NL is an Australian-based no liability company whose principal activity is 

minerals exploration. The Company has uranium exploration projects in Mauritania and 

Guinea in West Africa and copper interests in the Millennium copper/cobalt leases in 

Cloncurry, Queensland and the Maroochydore copper/cobalt project in Western 

Australia. 

 

Shares in the company are listed on both the Australian Stock Exchange (ASX - FTE) 

and the AIM market (AIM - FTE) of the London Stock Exchange. 

 

Forte Energy is an emerging international uranium company focused on the exploration 

and development of a high-quality portfolio of uranium assets in the Republics of 

Mauritania and Guinea, West Africa. 

 

Forte is progressing its Mauritanian assets through a Strategic Alliance and Cooperation 

Agreement with the French-based multinational industrial and nuclear energy giant, 

Areva NC, a global expert in nuclear energy. Areva also holds a strategic 11.42% equity 

interest in Forte Energy. 
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Forte Energy and Areva have agreed to establish a joint venture to develop the 

Company’s Mauritanian assets if a minimum 60-80 million pounds of JORC Code 

compliant inferred uranium resources are established within the next two years. Forte is 

targeting the discovery of a maiden JORC resource at its Bir-En-Nar prospect in 

Mauritania by the end of 2009. 

 

The Firawa Project is the most advanced of Forte’s three uranium exploration projects in 

Guinea and the Company announced its maiden JORC resource for the Firawa project on 

1st July 2009. Using a cut-off grade of 100ppm U3O8, the initial Inferred Resource 

estimate is 17.7Mt grading 296ppm U3O8 for 11.6 million pounds of contained U3O8.  

 

Forte Energy’s growth strategy in the international uranium industry is being driven by 

an accomplished Board and management team focused on maximising shareholder value 

and returns. 

 

 
Note: 
 
The information in this report that relates to exploration results in West Africa is based on information compiled by 
Mr. Bosse Gustafsson of Forte Energy NL and Mr. Doug Corley of Coffey Mining Ltd. Mr. Gustafsson and Mr. 
Corley have sufficient experience which is relevant to the style of mineralisation and type of deposit under 
consideration and to the activity which they have undertaking to qualify as a Competent Person as defined in the 2004 
Edition of the “Australasian Code for Reporting of Mineral Resources and Reserves”. Mr. Gustafsson is a member of 
the European Federation of Geologists a Recognised Overseas Professional Organisation (“ROPO”). Mr Bosse 
Gustafsson is a full time Technical Director of Forte Energy NL and is responsible for exploration activities in 
Mauritania and Guinea. Mr. Gustafsson and Mr. Corley consent to the inclusion in this report of the matters based on 
their information in the form and context in which it appears. 
 
Downhole gamma logging/probing of drill holes provides a powerful tool for uranium companies to explore for, and 
evaluate, uranium deposits. Such a method measures the natural gamma rays emitted from material surrounding a 
drill hole out to around 0.5 metre from its centre - the gamma probe is therefore capable of sampling a much larger 
volume than that which would normally be recovered from a core or RC hole. These measurements are used to 
estimate uranium concentrations with the commonly accepted initial assumption being that the uranium is in (secular) 
equilibrium with its daughter products (or radio-nuclides) which are the principal gamma emitters. If uranium is not 
in equilibrium (viz. in disequilibrium) – as a result of the redistribution (depletion or enhancement) of uranium and/or 
its daughter products – then the true uranium concentration in the holes logged using the gamma probe will be higher 
or lower than those reported in the announcement.  
 
Total count gamma logging does not account for energy derived from thorium and potassium but is calibrated on the 
uranium band and factor applied to account for the average effect of thorium and potassium and thus the result is 
expressed as an equivalent value or ppm eU308. The logging programme was undertaken by Poseidon Geophysics 
(Pty) Ltd utilising an Auslog Logging System using instruments calibrated at Pelindaba, South Africa, an IAEA 
accepted and approved standard facility. Data was converted from raw counts per second of natural gamma rays to 
eU3O8 using the calibration constant obtained from measurements made at the Pelindaba calibration borehole. 
Poseidon Geophysics carried out regular checks to validate the accuracy of probe data using a test hole, BNR14, 
located on site. Uranium mineralisation grades through this report annotated with a sub-prefix ‘e’ have been reported 
as uranium equivalent grades derived from downhole gamma ray logging results and should be regarded as 
approximations only. 

F
or

 p
er

so
na

l u
se

 o
nl

y


