
 
  NEWS & MEDIA 

 
 

 

APN News & Media Limited, ABN 95 00 8 637 643, Level 4, 100 William Street, Sydney NSW 2011, Australia T: +61.2.9333.4999 F: +61.2.9333.4900 W: www.apn.com.au  
 

 

 
 

 
 
MARKET ANNOUNCEMENT 

 
 

APPOINTMENT OF NEW CEO AND DIRECTORATE CHANGES  
 
 

SYDNEY, 14 October 2010 - APN News & Media Limited (ASX, NZX: APN) today 
announced the appointment of its new Chief Executive Officer, the appointment of a new 
Director and the retirement of two independent Directors. 
 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
The Board of APN has announced the appointment of experienced media, communications 
and technology executive, Mr. Brett Chenoweth, as its new Chief Executive Officer. Mr. 
Chenoweth, aged 41, replaces Brendan Hopkins who retires at the end of this year. Mr. 
Chenoweth, whose appointment is effective on January 1, 2011, has had a distinguished, 
varied and successful career with a proven track record in media, communications and 
technology. The appointment will serve to drive APN’s expansion of its multi-media and 
integrated audiences in both existing and new markets. Brett is currently Managing Director 
and Head of Asia-Pacific for The Silverfern Group, a New York-based specialist merchant 
bank. 
 
Chairman of APN, Gavin O’ Reilly said, “Brett’s experience in growing content-based 
businesses will enable APN to accelerate efforts to serve its high value audiences with an 
expanded range of content and services. He will also be focused on deploying technology 
enablers that drive improved returns for marketers eager to reach APN’s audiences on all 
platforms.” 
  
“We believe Brett has the right blend of operational and strategic experience required to lead 
APN’s expansion of its multi-media and integrated audiences, in both new and existing 
markets. He also brings the high degree of intellect, energy and vigour we believe necessary 
to ensure APN is in a position to prosper in a dynamic media environment.” 
 
Mr Chenoweth said, “I am very excited to be joining APN. The media industry globally has 
changed fundamentally and APN’s quality media assets are positioned with a long runway 
for growth. We have a foundation of great content and we’ll be working to ensure marketers 
are deriving maximum value from the audiences who enjoy that content.” 
 
Mr Chenoweth has held senior strategy, business development and operational roles at 
Telecom New Zealand, ecorp, ninemsn and Village Roadshow Pictures. He is also a director 
and founder of Gizmo Corporation, a leading Australian IT services company. 
 
Mr Chenoweth’s remuneration comprises a base salary of $1.5 million per annum plus short 
and long term incentives consistent with market practice.   
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Directorate Changes 
 
To coincide with this announcement and to ensure the highest standards in corporate 
governance, APN today announced the appointment of Mr. John Harvey as an independent, 
non-executive Director, whose appointment will take effect from 1st January 2011. Mr 
Harvey, aged 58, is the former senior partner, managing partner Auckland and member of 
the governance board of Price Waterhouse Coopers New Zealand.  
 
As part of the programme of ongoing Board renewal, Donal Buggy and Cameron O’Reilly will 
retire from the APN Board as and from 31st December 2010. 
 
Commenting on these directorate changes, APN chairman Gavin O’Reilly said, “These 
changes fulfil the commitment given by APN at its AGM in April that the Board would evolve 
and develop in a manner that more appropriately reflects all APN shareholders. These 
changes now ensure that APN has a smaller Board comprising a majority of independent 
non-executive directors with a strong blend of media and other business experience to 
support Brett’s strategy for APN in a constantly evolving media environment.”  
 
“John’s wide and varied experience will prove invaluable to our Board, as we chart the next 
exciting phase of APN.” 
 
“On behalf of all of our shareholders, I want to thank our two retiring directors, Cameron and 
Donal, for their dedication and service to the Company over many, many years.”  
 
“After 18 years serving the interests of all shareholders, the Board believes that 
shareholders would wish to especially recognise Cameron’s singular contribution to the 
Company, as one of the original architects of the APN Group dating all the way back to the 
original investment of Provincial Newspapers Queensland in 1987. As shareholders know 
well, Cameron spearheaded and was involved in every major strategic development that has 
produced the extremely well-diversified and well invested group that is APN News & Media 
today.”   
 
The Board of APN was advised by Heidrick & Struggles. 
 
 
--Ends--           
 
For Further Information 
Peter Brookes, Citadel – 0407 911 389 



 
  NEWS & MEDIA 

 
 

 

APN News & Media Limited, ABN 95 00 8 637 643, Level 4, 100 William Street, Sydney NSW 2011, Australia T: +61.2.9333.4999 F: +61.2.9333.4900 W: www.apn.com.au  
 

 

 
 

 

Editors’ Notes: 
 
 
Brett Chenoweth (41) has more than 18 years of professional experience working 
exclusively in the areas of media, technology, telecommunications and online businesses, 
having held senior executive roles at Telecom New Zealand Limited (2001-2005: Head of 
Group Strategy and Mergers & Acquisitions; Head of Australian Consumer group; director on 
a number of TCNZ group company Boards), the PBL group of companies (ecorp Ltd and 
ninemsn Pty Ltd 1997-2001 : Head of Business Development) and Village Roadshow 
Pictures Pty Ltd (1991 – 1997: General Manager & Vice President). Brett was most recently 
the Managing Director and Head of Asia Pacific for The Silverfern Group, a New York based 
specialist Merchant Bank. Brett is a Director and Founder of Gizmo Corporation Pty Ltd, a 
leading Australian consumer IT services organisation and he has sat on a  number of 
company Boards, including Living and Leisure Limited, an Australian publically listed ski 
resort and aquarium operator. Brett holds a Bachelor of Laws and a Bachelor of Economics 
degree from the University of Queensland and a Graduate Diploma in Applied Finance and 
Investment from the Securities Institute of Australia. 
 
John Harvey (58) has over 37 years of professional experience as a chartered accountant 
and a company director. John was a partner in PricewaterhouseCoopers for 23 years and 
held a number of management and governance responsibilities for PwC in New Zealand, 
including the position of Auckland Managing Partner from 1998 to 2006, retiring in June 
2009. He has advised Audit Committees and Boards generally in the area of corporate 
governance.  John is currently a director of DNZ Property Fund Limited, Kathmandu 
Holdings Limited, MARAC Finance Limited, Port Otago Limited, and New Zealand Opera 
Limited, and is an Advisor to the board of Resource Coordination Partnership Limited. He 
holds a Bachelor of Commerce degree from the University of Canterbury and is a member of 
the Institute of Directors of New Zealand. 
 
APN News & Media Board: Following these directorate changes as and from 1st January 
2011, the APN Board will comprise: Gavin O’Reilly (chairman), Ted Harris (vice-chairman),  
Pierce Cody, Peter Cosgrove, Vincent Crowley, John Harvey (NZ), Kevin Luscombe and 
John Maasland (NZ). Brett Chenoweth has also been appointed Managing Director and will 
be a standing member of the Board. 
 
Board Process: APN News & Media has completed an extensive 4-month process, 
undertaken by a Committee of the Board – and advised by Heidrick & Struggles – to identify 
the person best qualified to lead APN News & Media into its next development phase. 
Having reviewed and interviewed 8 high quality candidates, the Committee and Board 
unanimously recommended the appointment of Brett Chenoweth. 


