
 

High Grade Gold Region Emerging in New Zealand 
Strategic Elements (ASX: SOR) is pleased to announce high-grade underground rock sampling up to 16.5 g/t 
gold and surface rock sampling up to 35.8 g/t gold at the Aorangi Gold Mine, New Zealand. 
 
These results follow the recent high-grade results from virgin exploration ground1 approx. 6km south west of 
the Aorangi Mine at West Wanganui. The Company is the first modern explorer into much of this heavily 
vegetated area. Panned concentrates reported high grades of 24.33 g/t, 14.49 g/t, 4.07 g/t and 3.54 g/t gold. 
 
New data from systematic exploration of the West Wanganui and Golden Blocks Lode areas is rapidly building 
a picture of a high-grade shale/slate belt with significant potential for new gold discoveries and depth/strike 
extension of historic gold mines. The Company controls 100% of the 131km2

 permit. 
 
Along with the Aorangi Gold Mine, there are four other old gold mines situated along a 2.4 km zone of gold 
mineralisation known as the “Golden Blocks Lode”. The Golden Blocks Lode potentially has gold mineralisation 
beneath, between and around the known mines not detected with 1914 exploration techniques. The high-
grade nature of sampling thus far is a highly attractive aspect of the project. 
 

Aorangi Mine Sampling 
Sampling on this initial visit was restricted to the upper accessible levels of the Aorangi underground mine. 
Despite this, significant high-grade samples were reported providing great encouragement for what may lay 
within, below and along strike from the historic mine workings. 
 
Grab sampling recorded up to: 
- High-grade 16.53 g/t gold from underground within the Aorangi mine 
- High-grade 35.85 g/t gold from the Aorangi battery area where gold was last processed in 1914 
 
Representative chip sampling recorded up to: 
- High-grade 0.4m @ 13.19 g/t gold from underground within the mine 
- High-grade 0.7m @ 5.62 g/t gold from underground within the mine 
 
It is important to note that these samples were merely taken from easily accessible, near-surface areas. 
Notwithstanding this, virtually every representative chip sample taken showed some level of gold right 
through the lode structure sampled.  
 

Geological Model Type 
The Aorangi Mine geological model is ‘Orogenic quartz vein’. This type of gold can potentially achieve 
significant depths. However, mining at Aorangi halted at shallow depths due to old pumping equipment failing 
to cope with water inflow. The quartz veins were mined to just approx. 130m in depth at Aorangi. 
 
Orogenic quartz veins contain gold to over 1.4km in depth at the historic Blackwater mine in New Zealand 
owned by OceanaGold Ltd2. The Blackwater deposit has greater than 1.3M ounces in historically mined 
resource plus inferred resource. Historical in situ grade was 21 g/t 3. 
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High Grade Underground Mining 
In recent times, gold project economics have come under pressure from a changing gold price. It is 
estimated that the average grade of a producing mine worldwide is 1.2 g/t.  A strong shift has occurred 
away from targeting low-grade high capital expenditure projects towards higher-grade, staged projects 
that keep up front capital costs to a minimum. High-grade gold can assist to protect against low gold 
prices – “grade is king”. 
 

Further Work 
The Company conducted a logistics exercise for future access and exploration of the Aorangi Gold Mine 
and surrounding area with a drilling contractor and mining services contractor. It is compiling this 
information into a plan for progressing the historic mines along the Golden Blocks Lode. 
 
In addition to the known historic producing mines around the Golden Blocks Lode, there are multiple 
occurrences of historic gold workings throughout the 131km2 permit, with many areas remaining 
unexplored since the early 1900’s. In many instances the Company is the first modern explorer into highly 
vegetated areas. 
 
Managing Director Charles Murphy said, “Whilst continuing to steadily advance a burgeoning high grade 
area, we are maintaining a very careful approach to expenditure. Certain leading commentators are 
predicting a change in direction for gold from early next year and we are going to be exceptionally well 
placed to benefit if that eventuates. We are also continuing work on tungsten anomalies in the Hohonu 
permit on the West Coast to ensure we spread our commodity exposure”. 
 
For all enquiries please contact: 
Mr. Charles Murphy, Managing Director  
Telephone: +61 8 9278 2788 
Email: admin@strategicelements.com.au 
Web: www.strategicelements.com.au 

Aorangi Mine: Au 0.4m @ 13.19 g/t  

 

Logistics Field Visit  

 

Aorangi Mine: Au 16.5 g/t  

 

Aorangi Mine: Gold Throughout Structure  
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Grab samples: 

Sample Level Rock  Au (g/T) Visually Weathered 

7001 Battery Quartz  35.85 No 

7002 1 Quartz  0.32 Partly 

7003 1 Quartz  16.53 No 

7004 1 Quartz  0.30 Partly 

7005 B Sheared shale  0.19 Partly 

7006 B Quartzite  0.02 No 

7007 B Quartzite  0.04 No 

7008 B Quartz  0.55 Partly 

7009 2 Quartz  0.46 No 

7010 2 Quartz  0.01 No 

7011 2 Sheared shale  1.47 No 

 
Representative Chip Samples: 

Sample Level Rock Width (m) Au (g/T) Visually Weathered 

7016 1 Quartz 1.0 0.36 Partly 

7017 1 Quartz 1.1 0.53 Partly 

7018 1 Quartz 0.4 13.19 No 

7019 1 Sheared shale 0.9 0.31 No 

7020 1 Quartz 0.6 0.78 No 

7021 1 Sheared shale 0.8 0.70 No 

7022 1 Sheared shale 0.9 0.75 No 

7023 1 Sheared shale 0.7 5.62 No 

7024 B Quartz 1.1 0.09 Yes 

7025 B Quartz 0.8 0.07 Yes 

7026 B Quartz 0.5 0.15 Yes 

7027 B Sheared shale 0.6 0.21 Yes 

7028 B Quartz 0.5 0.57 Yes 

7029 B Quartz/shale 0.6 1.39 Partly 

7030 B Quartz 1.0 1.15 Yes 

7031 B Sheared shale 0.6 0.66 Partly 

7032 2 Sheared shale 0.9 1.62 No 

7033 2 Quartz 1.0 0.40 No 

7034 2 Sheared shale 0.8 1.25 No 

7035 2 Quartz 0.8 0.16 No 

7036 2 Quartz 0.6+ 0.45 No 

7037 2 Sheared shale 0.7 2.37 No 

7038 2 Quartz 0.3 0.37 No 

7039 2 Sheared shale 1.0 0.57 No 

7040 2 Sheared shale 1.0+ 0.53 No 
 

1. Announced 25/09/2013 
2. The Company does not imply it is operating the Aorangi mine, or that it has a resource, exploration target or historical estimate, or that it 

may in any way contain economic mineralisation and cautions investors against using these statements as a basis for investment decisions 
without regard for this disclaimer. 

3. Gane, J., Blakemore, H. and Jones, P. 2013. Uncovering the extent of the Birthday Reef, and the one million ounce potential of the 
Blackwater Anticline, West Coast, New Zealand. 

The information in this report that relates to Exploration Results is based on information compiled by Geoffrey Price, who is a Member of The 
Australasian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy, and a Member of the Australian Institute of Geoscientists. Geoffrey Price is the principal of 
Geopex Ltd., a mineral exploration services company, based in Christchurch, New Zealand. Geoffrey Price has sufficient experience that is 
relevant to the style of mineralisation and type of deposit under consideration and to the activity that he is undertaking to qualify as a Competent 
Person as defined in the 2004 Edition of the ‘Australasian Code for Reporting of Exploration Results, Mineral Resources and Ore Reserves’. 
Geoffrey Price consents to the inclusion in the report of the matters based on his information in the form and context in which it appears”.  
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