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Leading commentator talks about his 
own super fund 



What is the best thing you 
have learned about investing? 

• Focus on companies. 
• Don’t get swayed by short-term 

market ups and downs. 



How has your investment style 
changed? 

• I now only invest in companies, 
not the overall sharemarket. 

• I focus mostly on small-cap 
growth companies. 

 
 
 
 



• Sleep on it before buying a 
company.  

• Don’t be impulsive. 
• But don’t over-think 

investments either. 
 
 

What have you learned about 
your own strengths and 

weaknesses when investing? 



How do you cut through all the 
market noise to find great 

investments? 

• Focus on your investments, not 
the market as a whole. 

• Narrow your research and 
monitoring to stocks you own. 
 
 



How do you take on board what the 
CEO says, while having some 

healthy scepticism? 

• In most cases, take no notice of 
what the CEO says. 

• Focus more on the numbers. 
• Focus on the CEO’s character, 

not what they say.  
 



How is the internet changing 
how people invest? 

• Has led to an explosion of paid 
and unpaid information for 
investors. 

• More need to ‘cut through’ 
information.  



How is the SMSF boom 
changing how people invest? 

• It has led to a boom in banks and 
other yield stocks for income 
investing. 
 



How has your SMSF 
performed, and what’s in it? 

• I invest with a 5 year horizon. 
• I don’t worry about asset 

allocation. 
• My SMSF is based in shares: 

22 small-cap stocks. 
 
 



Are you worried about lower 
yield in small-caps? 

• I don’t invest for yield. 
• I don’t want 10 per cent annual 

returns. 
• I want small-cap stocks that can 

increase tenfold, within five 
years. 

 
 
 



Are you bullish or bearish on 
the Australian economy? 

• The economy looks terrific. 
• The market looks terrific. 
• The probabilities favour 

ongoing growth. 
 

 
 



How can portfolios weather 
‘black swan’ events or market 

shocks? 
• Get to know the companies you 

own and their industries well.  
• Diversify – have a spread of 

investments.  
 

 
 



What are the best places to 
make money in coming years? 

• Healthcare. 
• Ageing population. 
• Electric cars (lithium mining). 

 
 

 
 



Arrium 
Azure Healthcare 

Capitol Health 
Clover Corporation 

Cryosite 
ERM Power 
Greencross 

Iproperty Group 
Lakes Oil 
Mesoblast 

Mayne Pharma 
Netcomm 
Newsat 

Orocobre 
Paragon Care 

Pental 
Slater and Gordon 

Sirtex 
Transurban 

UXC 
Xtek 

 

Alan’s super fund: 



• Take a short online course  
 

• Subscribe to the Investor Update e-newsletter  

• Play the ASX Sharemarket Game 

• Watch another ASX Investment video 

KEEP LEARNING 
 

VISIT www.asx.com.au/education 
#ASXvideo 
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