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▪ Mining Operations commenced at the Bauxite Hills Mine on Friday 13 April 

▪ First shipment of around 60,000 tonnes will go to China’s Xinfa Group 

▪ Bauxite Hills Mine to become largest independent mine in Weipa Bauxite Region 

▪ Mine construction largely completed in five months 

 

Metro Mining Ltd (ASX: MMI) (“Metro”) is pleased to announce the commencement of mining operations 

at the Bauxite Hills Mine. 

Metro is mining at an initial rate of 2-million-tonnes-per-annum (Mtpa) and, subject to expansion capital, 

will ramp up to a steady-state 6Mtpa over the first four years. Government approvals are in place to 

mine up to 10Mtpa.  

Metro’s first shipment has been purchased by China’s Xinfa Group one of the largest integrated 

aluminium companies in China. Xinfa has significant refining and smelting operations in Shandong, 

Shanxi, Guangxi and Xinjiang Provinces.  

Mining Commences at Bauxite Hills 

16 April 2018 
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Key Points 

 

Metro’s haul trucks unloading bauxite from mine onto stockpile  

Metro’s haul trucks unloading bauxite from mine onto the stockpile 
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Metro has a four-year binding Off-take Agreement to supply Xinfa with one million tonnes in the first year 

followed by 2Mtpa for each of the next 3 years.   

The first vessel has been booked to arrive on 19 April to collect a cargo of around 60,000 tonnes of 

bauxite bound for China’s Shandong Province.  

Metro Mining Managing Director & CEO Simon Finnis said the Bauxite Hills Mine would be a globally 

significant bauxite mining operation and would feed the ever-growing seaborne bauxite market. 

“The Bauxite Hills Mine will become the largest independent mine within the internationally 

acclaimed Weipa Bauxite Region,” Mr Finnis said. 

“Commencement of mining operations is a credit to the entire Metro team. Site Management and 

the mining, marine and construction personnel have delivered the project in a very short time-frame 

and are to be congratulated.” 

 “It was an extraordinary achievement to complete most of construction of a world class mine in just 

five months,” Mr Finnis said.    

The Bauxite Hills Mine has an estimated Ore Reserve of 92.2Mt and a total Resource of 144.8Mt with an 

estimated 17-year mine life.  

 The mine may be extended through conversion of existing Bauxite Hills Resources to Reserves and from 

possible exploration success in the surrounding regional tenements.  

The Bauxite Hills Mine is expected to employ up to 200 people including a significant indigenous 

workforce target.   

 

 

 

  

Front end loader unloading bauxite into screening plant before going onto export conveyor  

 

Metro’s haul trucks used to transport bauxite from mine to port for export  
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FORWARD LOOKING STATEMENT Statements and material contained in this ASX Announcement, particularly those regarding possible or assumed future 

performance, production levels or rates, commodity prices, resources or potential growth of Metro Mining Limited, industry growth or other trend 

projections are, or may be, forward looking statements.  Such statements relate to future events and expectations and, as such, involve known and 

unknown risks and uncertainties. Graphs used in this ASX Announcement (including data used in the graphs) are sourced from third parties and Metro 

Mining has not independently verified the information. Metro Mining is at an early development stage and while it does not currently have an operating 

bauxite mine it is taking early and preliminary steps (such as but not limited to Prefeasibility studies etc.) that are intended to ultimately result in the 

building and construction of an operating mine at its project areas. Although reasonable care has been taken to ensure that the facts stated in this ASX 

Announcement are accurate and or that the opinions expressed are fair and reasonable, no reliance can be placed for any purpose whatsoever on 

the information contained in this document or on its completeness. Actual results and developments may differ materially from those expressed or 

implied by these forward-looking statements depending on a variety of factors. Nothing in this ASX Announcement should be construed as either an 

offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy or sell shares in any jurisdiction.  

COMPETENT PERSON’S STATEMENT The information in this ASX Announcement that relates to Exploration Results is based on information compiled by Neil 

McLean who is a consultant to Metro Mining and a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy (F.AusIMM).  Mr. McLean has sufficient 

experience that is relevant to the style of mineralisation and type of deposit under consideration and to the activity being undertaken to qualify as a 

Competent Person as defined in the 2012 Edition of the ‘Australasian Code for Reporting of Exploration Results, Mineral Resources and Ore Reserves’.  Mr. 

McLean consents to the inclusion in the report of the matters based on information in the form and context in which it appears. 

The information in this ASX Announcement to which this statement is attached that relates to the “Metro Mining – Bauxite Hills” Reserves is based on 

information compiled by MEC Mining and reviewed by Edward Bolton, a Competent Person who is a Member of the Australasian Institute of Mining and 

Metallurgy. Edward Bolton is a full-time employee of MEC Mining Pty Ltd. Edward Bolton has sufficient experience that is relevant to the style of 

mineralization, type of deposit under consideration and to the activity being undertaken to qualify as a Competent Person as defined in the 2012 Edition 

of the ‘Australasian Code for Reporting of Exploration Results, Mineral Resources and Ore Reserves’.  Edward Bolton consents to the inclusion in the report 

of the matters based on his information in the form and context in which it appears. 

Removal of topsoil at BH6 in readiness for bauxite mining.  

Topsoil will be collected and retained for rehabilitation.  

Metro’s Mobile Lab truck for bauxite quality control  

during mining operations 
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