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�SEP 2000
Sydney Olympic 
Games

SEP 2001
Lleyton Hewitt 
wins US Open 

�OCT 2001
First Apple iPod 
goes on sale

MAY 2004
Mary Donaldson  

marries Crown  
Prince Frederik

FEB 2004
Facebook  

founded

�NOV 2005
Makybe Diva 
wins record third 
Melbourne Cup

�FEB 2008
Apology to the 
Stolen Generation

APR 2006
Spotify  
founded

APR 2013
Australian population 

reaches 23M

JUL 2011
NASA’s final space 
shuttle mission

�SEP 1995
DVD 
invented 

OCT 1994
Tim Berners-Lee founds World 

Wide Web Consortium

�JUL 1994
Jeff Bezos 
founds Amazon

SEP 1993
Sydney wins the  

bid to host the  
2000 Olympics

APR 1994
Richard 

Nixon dies

�SEP 1995
eBay founded � APR 2011

Royal wedding of 
Prince William and 

Kate Middleton

� MAY 2018
Royal wedding of Prince 

Harry and Megan Markle

� APR 2018
Commonwealth 

Games held on 
Gold Coast 

�FEB 2002
Australia’s first 
Winter Olympic 
Games gold medal

NOV 2007
Mick Fanning wins 

his first surf title

DEC 2007
Australia signs 

Kyoto Protocol on 
climate  change

MAY 2010
Jessica Watson, 

youngest person 
to sail around 

the world

SEP 2008
Hunger Games 
published � JUN 2016

Brexit – UK votes 
to leave the EU

MAR 2015
Netflix expands  

to Australia & NZ

�DEC 2017
Bitcoin hits new 
record high just 
shy of $20,000

NOV 1999
Australia 
wins Rugby 
World Cup

JUL 1996
Dolly the sheep, 

is the first 
 cloned mammal

SEP 1998
Google founded

NOV 2021
COP26, the UN 
Climate Change 
Conference, held

JAN 2020
Bushfires ravage over 

17M hectares across 
Australia

AUG 2021
Australian 
census 
held

JUN 2020 
Black Lives Matter 

protests held globally

Kevin Rudd  
Prime Minister

JAN 2022
Ash Barty 
wins the  
Australian 
Open, 
the first 
Australian 
woman 
since 1978

NOV 2022
Open AI system,  
Chat GPT launches

OCT 2022
Elon Musk completes a $44 
billion acquisition of Twitter

SEP 2022
Queen Elizabeth II 
dies age 96, Charles III 
succeeds her as King

MAR 2023
Sydney hosts 
WorldPride

JUL 2023
Australia and 
NZ host the FIFA 
Women’s World 
Cup 2023

OCT 2023
Australia votes  
No in The Voice 
Referendum

JUN-JUL 2014
Soccer World  

Cup Brazil

�MAR 2017
Snapchat 
lists on 
New York  
Stock 
Exchange� JAN 1993

Creation of  
the European  
single market

JAN 1993
Native Title 

Act passes in 
Australia

�JUN 1997
Harry Potter and 
the Philosopher’s 
Stone published

MAR 2020
WHO declares 

COVID-19 
pandemic

MAY 2020
SpaceX becomes  

first private company 
to send humans to 

the International 
Space Station

JUL-AUG 
2021

2020 Tokyo 
Olympics 

goes ahead 
a year late 

and with no 
spectators

OCT 2019
Uluru climb 
permanently closed

Russian 
invades 
Ukraine

A total of  
8 consecutive 

interest rate rises 
by end of 2022 
increase fears  

of recession

John Howard  
Prime Minister

Hong Kong  
returned to 
Chinese  
rule from  
UK rule

Euro 
introduced

Boxing Day  
tsunami

Hurricane 
Katrina

ASX & SFE merger

Global Financial 
Crisis

Barack Obama  
US President

Dow Jones 
closes above 

5,000 for the 
first time

Qantas 
privatised

ASX demutualises 
and becomes a 
listed company

GST  
introduced

Kevin Rudd  
Prime Minister

European  
debt crisis

Greek  
Government 
debt crisis

Oil prices record  
high US$145

Arab Spring  
protests

Telstra 
privatised

Julia Gillard  
Prime Minister

Record iron  
ore/coal prices

Global supply 
chains falter 
amid pandemic

Bill Clinton 
US President

$42bn National Building  
Economic Stimulus Plan

RBA drops interest 
rates to all-time low 

to 0.10%

US election – Joe Biden wins,  
Trump refuses to concede

COVID-19 vaccination programs 
start in UK and US

Negative interest rates 
in Europe and Japan

Free trade 
agreement signed 

with China

Nelson Mandela 
South African 
President

Signature of North  
American Free Trade 
Agreement between  
US, Canada and Mexico

Asian  
financial  

crisis

Australian dollar 
drops below 

50US cents for 
the first time

9/11 attacks on US

George W. Bush 
US President

Dot Com bubble 
bursts Technology 
stock prices plunge

World Trade 
Center bombing

Waco massacre 
ended

SARS virus  
hits Beijing

Tony Abbott  
Prime Minister

Brexit – UK leaves the EU 

Donald Trump  
US President

Malcolm Turnbull 
Prime Minister

COVID-19 takes hold 
and ASX drops

Collapse of HIH,  
One-tel and  
Ansett Airlines

Oil prices  
record low 

US$17

Anthony Albanese Prime Minister

Helen Lofthouse appointed 
MD & CEO of ASX

S&P/ASX200 reaches 
its highest point in 
2023 at 7,446 pts

S&P/ASX 200 Index rallied to the 
second-highest finish in its history

ETFs 20th anniversary

Scott Morrison 
Prime Minister

Michelle 
Bullock –  
first woman 
appointed 
Governor  
of the RBA

Israel-Hamas war 
breaks out

Australian inflation 
peaks at 7.8%

RBA increases the cash 
rate to 4.35%, the 13th 

rise since May 2022

Invasion of Iraq
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Australian share price movements

This chart is comprised of quarter end index levels for the ASX All Ordinaries Share Price Index chart. The All Ordinaries index (All Ordinaries or All Ords) consists of the 500 largest eligible companies listed on the Australian Securities Exchange. Size is calculated by market capitalisation (current share price X number of shares on issue). This chart shows the All 
Ordinaries Share Price Index which does not take into account dividends. For a chart that looks at performance when dividends are reinvested you should use the All Ordinaries Accumulation Index. The index was established in 1980 with a base of 500. S&P DOW JONES INDICES is the owner and operator of the S&P/ASX index series, including the All Ordinaries. 
For more information about the S&P DOW JONES INDICES Australian index series visit www.spdji.com/australia. Apple and iPod are trademarks of Apple Inc. Updated January 2024. 00040. asx.com.au


