
Benitec Biopharma Ltd (ASX: BLT) 
Company Description:  

 
Benitec Biopharma is a Sydney-based biotechnology company developing a transformational gene-silencing technology as a potential 
“single shot cure” for a range of diseases.  This technology, which originated in the CSIRO, is called DNA-directed RNA interference, or 
ddRNAi, and can be engineered to silence one gene, multiple sites on one gene or multiple genes.  Benitec has the worldwide exclusive 
license from CSIRO to use this technology to silence any gene for any human disease. Benitec has an international focus, with 
collaborative programs in the USA, China, the UK and Australia, and Directors based in the US (Kevin Buchi and Dr John Chiplin), the UK 
(Iain Ross) and Australia (Peter Francis (chair) and Dr Mel Bridges). 
The company is a clinical stage company, with its first program (in hepatitis C) in clinical testing in the US. Benitec’s most recent annual 
report can be viewed via this link: http://www.benitec.com/documents/BLTAnnualreport2013.pdf  

 

Operations:  

 

Benitec’s primary in-house programs are currently targeting: 

- Hepatitis C virus (HCV) 

- Hepatitis B virus (HBV) 

- Non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) 

- Age-related macular degeneration (AMD) 

- Pain and oculopharyngeal muscular dystrophy 

 

Benitec conducts these programs in conjunction with organizations (universities and biotechnology companies) worldwide. In addition, 
Benitec generates revenue from licensing its ddRNAi technology to external parties.  Four companies have currently licenced the 
technology for use in HIV/AIDS, Huntington’s Disease, Retinitis Pigmentosa and Cancer vaccine development. 

 

Recent Developments: 

 

In January 2014, the US FDA confirmed that Benitec could commence its ‘first in man’ clinical trial for its lead program which uses a 
ddRNAi based drug called TT-034 for the ‘one shot’ treatment of Hepatitis C. In December 2013, Benitec announced pre-clinical results of 
its drug Tribetarna™ which confirmed the ability to significantly increase the survival of a human non-small cell lung cancer model in mice. 

 

Intellectual Property/Products/Product Development Programs: 

 

Benitec controls a comprehensive patent estate providing exclusive global rights in relation to the development and commercialisation of all 
human applications of expressed RNAi or ddRNAi technology. Benitec’s patent estate comprises over 100 filed patent and patent 
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applications, with >50 granted patents in key jurisdictions of the United States, United Kingdom, Japan, Europe, India, Canada and 
Australia. To read more about Benitec’s patent estate, please visit: http://www.benitec.com/rnai.php  

 

Significant Contractual Arrangements: 

 

Benitec has six in-house development programs underway and successful results in any program could lead to a significant partnership 
with a major pharmaceutical company. In addition to its in-house programs, Benitec has also out-licensed ddRNAi to four external 
companies for use in HIV/AIDS, Huntington’s Disease, Retinitis Pigmentosa and Cancer vaccine development. In the last 12 months, 
Benitec has announced licensing agreements with: 

- uniQure for the development of RNAi therapy for Huntington’s disease 

- Regen BioPharma Inc for the development of Cancer Vaccines 

- Calimmune for the treatment of HIV patients with their Cal-1 therapy using Benitec’s ddRNAi 

- Genable for the development of a suppression and replacement therapy for Retinitis Pigmentosa 
 

Future Outlook: 

 

In the 2014 CY, Benitec expects to substantially complete its first-in-man Phase I/IIa clinical trial for the treatment of Hepatitis C, using TT-
034.  Demonstrating the safety and efficacy of TT-034 should be a significant value inflection point, validating ddRNAi as a transformational 
platform for targeting multiple diseases. In addition, the non-small cell lung cancer program using Tribertarna™ will continue, with toxicology 
studies to be undertaken and Phase I/IIa trials planned to start possibly in late 2014. The outlicenced programs are expected to progress, 
with Calimmune's HIV/AIDS clinical trial of particular interest. Benitec expects to institute additional licencing agreements for the use of its 
technology in other disease areas, and to make progress on other in-house programs as resources allow. 
 

Presentation by: 

 

 

 

Dr Peter French 

Managing Director and CEO 

Dr Peter French is a cell and molecular biologist who has been extensively involved in both basic and 
clinical medical research and commercialisation of biological intellectual property. He has an MBA in 
Technology Management and a PhD in cell biology.  Dr French is a Past President of the Australia and New 
Zealand Society for Cell and Developmental Biology, and represented Australia’s biological scientists on the 
Board of FASTS, Australia’s peak government lobbying organization for science and technology.  Dr French 
has conducted cell and molecular research in a broad range of areas relevant to Benitec’s DNA-directed 
RNAi based therapeutic technology, including cancer, HIV/AIDS, neurobiology, immunology and 
inflammatory disease. He obtained his PhD in 1987 for work performed at CSIRO on the characterisation of 
the keratin composition of the developing wool fibre. He carried out postdoctoral research at the Children’s 
Medical Research Foundation, Sydney, on the role of glycoprotein expression in neuronal development.  
 

In 1989 he became Principal Scientific Officer and Manager of the Centre for Immunology, St Vincent’s 
Hospital, Sydney. Over the past 15 years Dr French has been extensively involved in Australia’s 
biotechnology industry, initially founding the stem cell storage company Cryosite (ASX:CTE), and then 
taking up leadership roles at other biotechnology companies prior to joining Benitec in 2009 as its Chief 
Scientific Officer. Peter was appointed Chief Executive Officer of Benitec in June 2010. 
 

Contact Details: 

 

Correspondence Address:    Benitec Biopharma Ltd, F6A/ 1-15 Barr Street, Balmain,  
    Sydney, NSW, 2041 Australia 

 Phone Number:                       +61 2 9555 6986 

Email Address:                       info@benitec.com  

Website:                                  www.benitec.com   

This profile is provided by the presenting company; ASX takes no responsibility for the information included. 

Participation in this event should not be taken as an endorsement by ASX of the company. 
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